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Family Roots Flower Cloth Lesson
Hear, Here Northside | Linda Lee- “Kane St. Garden/Hmong” Story

Where Do Your Roots Lead to?

Hmong - Symbols - Patterns
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Activity

Family Roots Flower Cloth Lesson
Hear, Here Northside | Linda Lee- “Kane St. Garden/Hmong” Story

My Heritage or Family Exam P le

my family

+
Looking at the moon or stars Skipping rocks on the water
+
You can use words & pictures
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paJ ﬂtan (“pahn-dow”) What |S d Sym bOl’P

Family Roots Flower Cloth Lesson
Hear, Here Northside | Linda Lee- “Kane St. Garden/Hmong” Story

Paj ntaub is Hmong for “flower cloth”
Flower cloths:

 tell a stories about the Hmong people as they were uprooted
from their homes

» use symbols special to the person who made it and their family

Hmong elders share that their ancestors called it the Flower Cloth because
the embroidery patterns resemble how the petals of a flower, stemming out
evenly from its center.

- From the Hmong Museum in St. Paul, MN

Xiong Lee’s star and snail motif
Courtesy of the Minnesota Historical Society Collection



https://www.craftcouncil.org/magazine/article/flower-cloth-storytelling-textile
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Symbols
& Motifs

Hmong symbol images

from: Hmong
Embroidery.org

Family Roots Flower Cloth Lesson
Hear, Here Northside | Linda Lee- “Kane St. Garden/Hmong” Story
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https://www.hmongembroidery.org/symbols.html
https://www.hmongembroidery.org/symbols.html
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Family Roots Flower Cloth Lesson
Hear, Here Northside | Linda Lee- “Kane St. Garden/Hmong” Story

O bse Vi ﬂg What observations can you make about these Hmong embroidered cloths?

Mao Yang's, paj ntaub table cover Yee Xiong Xab Lee's paj ntaub, 1988

Courtesy of the Minnesota Historical Society Collection Courtesy of the Minnesota Historical Society Collection Courtesy of the Minnesota Historical Society Collection



https://www.craftcouncil.org/magazine/article/flower-cloth-storytelling-textile
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